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ABSTRACT

The paper is aimed at studying “Integrated Design” Master’s degree program at
Koln International School of Design (KISD) that is a part of Cologne University of Applied
Sciences. The program offers project- and student-oriented study in inspiring and
contextualized environment that is suitable for implementing problem-solving practices and
techniques and provides students with high level of flexibility and independence. The key
component of the program is the completion of the thesis within one of the thematic
sections: Urban Intensity and Resources, Material Systems and Laboratory Culture, Social
and Public Innovations, and Visual Culture and Politics. Curriculum of the program has
been thoroughly studied and it has been defined that the duration of the program is 3
semesters. During the first semester, students develop their vision and explore issuesrelated
to the thematic section that they have chosen for thesis writing and have 3 types of courses:
1) KISD short-termed, medium-termed and long-termed projects and scientific seminars; 2)
courses with master-classes (MethodLab, Design Approaches, Mentoring);
3) courses with students of the same thematic section. During the second semester, they
start their designing process and apply observation, exploration, experimentation and
practical designer work to deal with their thesis. The third semester is dedicated to in-depth
work on the thesis and its presentation. It has been determined that the curriculum of the
“Integrated Design”’ program presupposes 90 ECTS credits for the whole study with30
credits for each semester. Each semester includes compulsory modules the completion of
which is verified by module examinations. Curriculum provides information on the quantity
of credits attributed to each module, to Master’s thesis and final exam which is actually the
defense of the thesis. The procedure of assessing the exam has been described and the
calculation of the final exam cumulative grade has been outlined. Students complete Master’s
degree program if they obtain 90 ECTS credits. The requirements for theirobtaining have
been characterized in the paper.

Keywords: Integrated Design, design, Master’s degree, curriculum, module,
Germany, Master’s thesis, Cologne University of Applied Sciences, Koln International
School of Design.

AHOTANIA

Y ecmammi Oocnidoceno ocobausocmi pospobku ma peanizayii macicmepcvkoi
npoepamu  «Inmezposanuil  Ouzaiin» y mixcHapoowiti wxoni Ouzainy (KISD) npu
Kenvucokomy yuisepcumemi npuxiaonux Hayk. Ilpocpama 3abezneuye npoexmuo- ma
CMYOEHMOYEHMPOBAHE HAGYAHHS Y CRPUSIMIUBOMY A KOHMEKCMYANi308aAHOMY cepe0osuilyi,
CNPAMOBAHOMY HA 6NPOBAOIICEHHS PIHUX (hOpM ma Memo0die OU3AUHY, a MAKONC NPULOMIE
BUPTULEHHST NOCMABTIEHUX 3A80aHb, WO HAOAE CMYOEeHMAM GUCOKULL PIeHb SHYYKOCmi ma
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He3anesicHocmi. Kuiouoeum KOMNOHEHMOM npocpamu € GUKOHAHHS OUNIOMHOI pobomu,
memMamuKa sikoi Modxce cmocy8amucs 00HO20 3 YOMUPbOX OCHOBHUX MEMAMUYHUX ONIOKIG:
«Mamepianvni cucmemu ma 1a60pamopHa Kyasmypay, «IHmeHcusHicms ma pecypcu Micma,
«CoyianvHi ma cycninvui innogayii» ma «Bizyanvua kynemypa i noaimuka». Y npoyeci
00CNIONHCEHHSI PEeMeNbHO 8UBHEHO HABUANbHUL NIAH OCEIMHLOI MA2iCMepCcbKoi npozpamu.
Busnaueno, wo mpusanicme npoecpamu cmanogums 3 cemecmpu. Y nepwiomy cemecmpi
CMyOeHmu po36Uearoms CE0€ OuauHepcvbke OauenHs ma O0CHIONHCYIOMb NUMAHHA, WO
CMOCYIOMbCS, MEMAMUKY HANUCAHHS OUNTOMHOT pOOOMU, A MAKOIC BUGHAIONb 3 MUNU KYPCi8:
1) xopomxocmpokosi, cepedrnbocmpokosi ma 0oecocmpoxosi npockmu ma nayxosi ceminapu KISD;
2) wypcu 3 wmaiicmep-knacamu  («MethodLaby, «/Jusaiinepcoki  nioxoouw» ma
«Hacmasnuymeoy); 3) cninbHi Kypcu 3i cmydenmamu, sKi RUuLyms Ma2icmepcovky pobomy 3
Mo2o JHc camozo memamuunoz2o 610Ky. Y Opyeomy cemecmpi cmyoenmu po3nouuHaroms
npoyec NPOeKMy8aHHs Ma 3ACMOCO8YIOMb CHOCMEPENHCEHH, O0CTIONCEHHS, eKCHepUMeHmU mda
npakmuyHy pobomy ousatiHepa 0A 8UPiuLeHHs 3a80aHb c80€i duniomuoi pobomu. Tpemiil
cemecmp Npucesyeruti no2nubeHitl pobomi Had OUNIOMHUM HPOEKMOM Md U020 NPe3eHMAYIEro.
Busnaueno, wo naguanvnuii naan npoepamu «Immeeposanuti ousaiiny nepedbauac 90
kpeoumie ECTS (30 kpedumie 3a xoocen cemecmp). Cemecmp xniouac 0608 's13k08i MOy,
3a6epulents AKUX Nepesipaemvcsi MoOyabHumMu icnumamu. HaguanvHutl nian micmume
iHGhopMmayito Npo KinbKicms Kpeoumis, HAOAHUX 34 KOJNCEH MOOYIb, 3a MA2ICMEPCbKY poOOmy
ma 8UNYCKHUL iCRUM, KUl € 00HOYACHO 3AXUCTOM OUNIOMHOT pobomu. Onucano npoyeoypy
OYIHIOBANHS 8UNYCKHO20 ICRUMY MA PO3PAXYHOK CYKYNHOI oyiHKu 3a ichum. 3’acoeano, wo
CcmyoOeHmu 3aKiH4ylOmb MA2icmepcvKy npozpamy, skuo eonu ompumyioms 90 kpedumis
ECTS. Bumoeu 0o 3apaxysanns Kpeoumis oxapakxmepu3oeami y cmammi.

Kniouogi cnosa:. Inmezposanuii ouzaiin, ouzaun, cmynins mazicmpa, HA8YANbHUL
niat, mooyas, Himeuyuna, mazicmepcoka poboma, KenbHcoKuil yHigepcumenm npuxkiaoHux
Hayk, KenbHcbka MidcHAPOOHA WKONA OU3ALIHY.

INTRODUCTION

In contemporary fast changing reality, design is an integral part of every aspect of
material and virtual world. It is through design that goods and services in social, political,
economic and cultural contexts are presented and perceived. Design is a way of interfering
into all the processes that take place in these contexts, but at the same time, it is a way of
producing, acquiring, communicating and documenting the knowledge that can be gained in
all these aspects of life. In modern technological and ever-changing realities, these features
of design are especially attractive to young generation that is on the edge of choosing the
direction of their vocational training and future profession. In Europe, “Design” specialty is
gaining popularity and it is considered to be one of the most prestigious study programs in
many higher educational establishments of Germany, France, Sweden, the Netherlands, Italy,
Spain and other countries.

THE AIM OF THE STUDY

The aim of the paper is to analyze specific features of “Integrated Design” Master’s
degree program at K6ln International School of Design in order to outline aspects of positive
experience that can be borrowed by developing countries for implementing similar study
programs aimed at future designers’ vocational training.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS

Theoretical and practical issues concerning design, its role in modern world,
different aspects of its application have been an interest to many scholars and scientists and
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are presented in works of R. Deutch (2011), who studied design strategies for architectural
practice; C. Eastman (2001), who dedicated his research to cognition in design education;
S. Gramlich and P. Groche (2017), whose works present issues related to manufacturing
integrated design. M. Keeler (2016) studied fundamentals of integrated design for sustainable
building and Ch. Koch (2013) considered integrated design process as a conceptfor green
energy engineering. H.-L. Park (2010), S. Vajna (2020), D. Wahl (2016), and

K. Wallace (2000) studied integrated design engineering in terms of interdisciplinary and
holistic product development.

Nevertheless, current scientific works and literature do not provide enough
information concerning professional training of future designers ready to work in
contemporary ever changing professional environment. That is why our attention wasdrawn
to the peculiarities of this process at higher educational establishments of Europe where
effective and qualitative training of future specialists is successfully implemented. Inthe
course of our research, we paid special attention to Koln International School of Design
(KISD) that is a part of Cologne University of Applied Sciences, one of the largest public
universities in Europe, and is well known for its Bachelor’s degree program in “Integrated
Design” and subsequent Master’s degree program.

While doing the research we have used a range of general scientific methods
(study and analysis of reference, scientific and educational resources), as well as
systematization and generalization. Our research is qualitative (descriptive) and includes
observation, document analysis, and narrative inquiry.

RESULTS

Master’s degree program at KISD offers its students a vast range of critical,
experimental and inventive researches in dynamic structure. Project- and student-oriented
study in inspiring and contextualized environment is suitable for implementing problem-
solving practices and techniques and provides students with high level of flexibility and
independence. Graduates of the “Integrated Design” Master’s degree program take on
different roles and positions in spheres directly or indirectly related to design all over the
world. They become directors of design studios, art directors, project managers, publishing
editors, researchers, public relation specialists, lecturers, museum assistants, marketing
managers, entrepreneurs, etc.

KISD is aimed at breaking traditional limits of designing through combination of
diverse approaches, perspectives and practices used to solve issues and problems which are
impossible to be solved within a single branch of designing knowledge and skills. The
program encourages students to learn how design can influence the issues of modernculture,
media, ecology, politics, and urban studies. The main component of the program is the
completion of the thesis within one of the following thematic sections: “Urban Intensityand
Resources”, “Material Systems and Laboratory Culture”, “Social and PublicInnovations”,
and “Visual Culture and Politics”. Pursuing their own research interests, students are
involved in different branches of science, extend and develop their competence and
concentrate on their research (Koln International School of Design: KISD, 2021). Students
are welcomed to cooperate, explore and implement within the defined thematic sections,
which provide environment for in-depth research and are aimed at extending, transforming
and reconsidering the limits of design, theory and practice, as well as interdisciplinary
methodologies. Master’s degree students have a unique opportunity to immerse into
integrated, intercultural and interdisciplinary atmosphere and be a part of research and

practice-based designing processes.
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A person willing to study the program must have a Bachelor’s degree in Design or
related science that presupposes 3.5 academic years (210 ECTS credits) and/or work
experience in design branch. The language of studying is English and applicants must provide
a certificate of the language knowledge (TOEFL, IELTS etc.). The program startsin summer
semester and lasts for 3 semesters, includes 90 ECTS credits and requires an aptitude test.

Master’s degree in “Integrated Design” gives students a great opportunity to get the
experience of international studying and carry out transcultural research within the theme of
their diploma paper. Students can take advantage of Erasmus or Double Degree exchange
student programs in affiliated universities. Double Degree is a three-semester course of
studying. In terms of this program, students can apply to Tongji University in Shanghai
(China) and Chiba University in Japan. Students who study on Double Degree Program leave
KISD after two semesters to study two other semesters in the accepting university. Thus, they
prolong their course of study for 1 more semester. After completion of the thesis and its
presentation in the accepting university, students of KISD come back toCologne to take their
final exam.

Besides, if students want to study one semester abroad, they can apply to one of
the partner-universities if it is consistent with their individual plan of studying and Master’s
thesis. However, it will prolong their studying at KISD for the time spent abroad. Such
students come back to Cologne and complete their master’s degree paper during onesemester.

At KISD, master’s degree students work on their thesis throughout the course of
study. During the first semester, they develop their vision and explore issues related to the
thematic section they have chosen (Material Systems and Laboratory Culture, Urban
Intensity and Resources, Social and Public Innovations, and Visual Culture and Politics).

During the second semester, they start their designing process and apply
observation, exploration, experimentation and practical designer work to deal with their
thesis.

The third semester is dedicated to in-depth work on the thesis and its presentation.

The first semester comprises 3 types of courses:

1. KISD projects and seminars: short-termed projects (2 weeks); medium-termed
projects (6 months); long-termed projects (during the whole course of study) as well as
scientific seminars (during the whole course of study). Practically all the projects and
seminars refer to one or two thematic sections for thesis writing. All the information about
courses and projects offered for each semester as well as the information about thematic
section of the projects can be found in the catalogue of KISD courses.

2. Courses with master-classes:

— “MethodLab” which consists of 3-4 block seminars distributed throughout the
semester;

— “Design Approaches” is a kind of introduction to KISD and takes place during
first two weeks of the semester. Students get acquainted with the head of the study program,
thematic sections, seminars, laboratories and everything they need to know to study at KISD;

— Mentoring: every semester is accompanied with a mentoring program that is
closely related to educational process. During the first semester, mentoring program covers
issues of feedback between students and mentors and their determination about Master’s
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degree thesis. Students start creating their own register in KISD space where they reflect their
experience, share ideas etc.

3. Courses with students of the same thematic section. For each thematic section
there are organized progress colloquiums where students meet KISD professors and students
of the same thematic section to discuss some common vision of design perspectives in their
branch of research, give feedback to other students, discuss section- related content and
follow one’s progress in the work on thesis (Kdln International School of Design: KISD,
2021).

Selection of courses and the registration on the chosen courses can be performed
online on a special KISD online platform where students can find a detailed description of
registration process and course selection. Students are to register for scientific seminars and
projects only. They do not need to register for master-specific courses as it is done
automatically.

Extracurricular activities at KISD include Culture Lectures that are delivered every
Wednesday evening by different KISD professors. Besides, there are so-called KISDtalks
dedicated to design history and design research, design theory, including historical
development of design, its social, cultural and economic aspects and their impact on design.
They are diverse in terms of themes and speakers. International experts in different branches
of science and designers are regularly invited there to be speakers (Hochschule Anhalt, 2021).

Curriculum of “Integrated Design” Program is presented in Table 1:

Table 1
Curriculum of the “Integrated Design” Master’s degree program
Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3
(summer term) (winter term) (summer term)

30 ECTS credits 30 ECTS credits 30 ECTS credits
“Integrated” 25 ECTS “Interdisciplinary” 25ECTS | “Elaborated” | 25 ECTS
modules: credits: modules: credits: modules credits:
Integrated Design 9 Interdisciplinary Exploration 7 Individual 20
Studio Thesis Work
Prototyping and 7 Individual Project/ Thesis 9 Presentation 3
Modelling Studio Brief
Emerging Design 3 Teaching Assistance 5 Thesis 2
Issues Defence
Professional 6 Professional Opportunities 2 4
Opportunities
“Relate and 5ECTS “Relate and Reflect 2” 5ECTS “Relate and 5ECTS
Reflect 1”? credits: modules: credits: Reflect 3” credits:
modules: modules:

Sacial Class Project 2 Mentoring 2 2 Mentoring 3 2

Mentoring 1 2 Progress Colloquium 2 3 Progress 3
Colloguium 3

Progress 1

Colloguium 1

All the compulsory modules enlisted in the curriculum must be completed and
verified by means of module exams. All the module examinations are listed in the module
catalogue as well as the information concerning the selection of modules and courses.
Curriculum and exams are organized in such a way that all the exams are to be held till the
end of the last semester in accordance with standard duration of the study program. Students
can take exams in more modules than it is required for the obtaining of the
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necessary quantity of modules. The results of these optional modules can be presented in
the certificate if the student wishes so. However, they are not taken into account while
calculating the final cumulative grade.

Similar to Bachelor’s program, Master’s degree program is divided into 2 separate
courses of study — “Interdisciplinary Studies in Design” and “European Studies in Design”.
Their module exams differ slightly (TH K&ln (University of Applied Sciences), 2021).

Students following “Interdisciplinary Studies in Design” must take the following
module exams:

Module exam Percentage of the final cumulative grade (%) | ECTS credits
“Integrated” 15 22
“Interdisciplinary” 20 25
“Relate and Reflect 1”7 5 5
“Relate and Reflect 2” 5 5
“Relate and Reflect 3” 5 5

Students following “European Studies in Design” must take the following module

exams:

Module exam Percentage of the final cumulative grade (%) | ECTS credits
“International” 15 25
“Interdisciplinary” 20 25
“Relate and Reflect 17 5 5
“Relate and Reflect 2” 5 5
“Relate and Reflect 3” 5 5

60

For “International” module exam students obtain credits during their first semester
in the partner-university on the basis of different courses offered there. Partner-universities
have to verify the quantity of the obtained credits. The head of the exam board makes a
decision concerning the recognition of the module exams taken at partner-universitiesabroad.

Credits are assigned to each component of the master’s degree program according
to European Credit Transfer System. Credits are a quantitative indicator of the workload
necessary to complete a component of the program successfully. This workload includes
courses, preparation to them and further work, self-didactic research, exams and preparation
to exams. Workload that is necessary for successful completion of the Master’s program is
60 ECTS credits for an academic year (full-time study). Students get creditsonly if they
successfully complete the module. It means that students obtain the general quantity of credits
for each module if they pass it at least with the grade “sufficient” irrespective of the grade
for the exam. For successful completion of Master’s program students need to obtain 60
ECTS credits in general. Curriculum provides information on thequantity of credits assigned
to each module, to Master’s thesis and the final exam. More detailed information is presented
in module catalogue (TH Ko6ln (University of Applied Sciences), 2021).

Module content can be studied within one course or different courses with different
teaching methods. Each module exam can be divided into some separate exams but, in any
case, the aim of the exam(s) is to determine whether students have knowledge of
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the main topics, if they possess necessary competencies and if they are able to apply obtained
knowledge and skills independently. Requirements to module exams must correspond to
learning outcomes defined specially for each module and presented in module catalogue.
During the exam, students’ knowledge of the previous modules content can be tested.

There are different types of module knowledge testing but the dominant form is
exams which can be written (and last from 1 to 3 hours), oral (last for 10-30 minutes for each
student) or conducted in other forms or their combination. The type of the exam is determined
for each module by examination board at the beginning of each semester with consideration
of module structure and after consultation with appropriate experts. If the testing of students’
knowledge includes several components, examination board has to decide how to assess these
components. They may use special system of assessment with different indicators;
otherwise, the final grade is calculated as the arithmetic mean ofindividual grades. As
a rule, the examination board announces exam schedule one month before the examinations
(Examination regulations for the Master’s program in Integrated Design with the study
courses “Interdisciplinary Studies in Design” and “European Studies in Design”, 2021).

Master’s thesis has to be submitted as a written project work. The student has to
prove that he/she can independently fulfill tasks related to his/her branch of science during
a definite period of time presenting specific features of the subject of the thesis in
interdisciplinary contexts with the help of scientific and subject-related methods.

Thematic sections for Master’s thesis are quite diverse in their content:

1. Material Systems and Laboratory Culture. This section is related to problems
caused by anthropogenic climate changes and the excessive use of natural resources, which
produce harmful effect on ecosystems all over the world. It considers the need of changes in
terms of renewable materials and resources, their distribution, sustainable way of thinking
(instead of short-term income) and refusal from orientationonto a human in favor of diverse
and inclusive perspectives, critical reflection of life cycles of products, systems and services
(Eastman et al., 2001). Working with organic and non- organic substances, such as seaweeds,
algae, fungi, fibers and particles, as well as with digital technologies, executive mechanisms,
LEDs, engines, sensors, open platforms and participatory processes, design can explore new
textiles, sensitive structures, material behavior, interactive objects and tangible networks. The
aim is to activate systemic changes(Groche et al., 2017).

2. Social and public innovations. In public and social sectors, the pressure related
to innovations is constantly increasing. New technologies completely change traditional
methods of work. Expectations and requirements for social and public services are increasing
while public resources and budget are decreasing. Besides, new expectations of young people
concerning their future work and workplace lead to a considerable pressure onto public and
social services (Wallace & Blessing, 2000). In this section, students analyze the role of
design in these processes and consider how constant innovations and transformations can be
organized, created and established with the help of design. In close cooperation with other
scientific branches, for instance social sciences, information technologies, media studies or
ethics students experiment and present projects concerning common creation and
advancement of technology-oriented transformations, development ofactive participation
model, testing and modeling new work cultures and methods of work that presuppose
application of design (Keeler et al., 2016).
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3. Urban intensity and resources. Cities concentrate more and more power,capital
and knowledge as well as people, data, goods and finance. Because of this, many cities cannot
solve problems related to supplies, social inclusion, economic integration and infrastructure.
At the same time bodies, things, environments and technologies quickly become more
interrelated. These interconnections open new opportunities — cultural, ecological, social, and
economic — for alternative future of big cities. The main focus of thissection is to explore
these opportunities. With the help of spatial and urban analysis,concepts of development,
project scenarios, speculative interventions and experimental prototypes students look for
answers of how to live in the future and how to design urban space, infrastructure and
buildings to live there the way they see it (Koch, & Buhl, 2013; Park & Lee, 2010). Should
we perceive cities as physical and virtual resource available for everyone? How do people
interact and cooperate with their urban environment? What are the complicated and
heterogeneous systems for their activities? What social, political and technological
achievements and consequences emerge in the result of acceleration and tightening of urban
space and time structures? How can design be involved in theseprocesses?

4. Visual Cultures and Politics. Modern everyday culture and media culture
perceive visualizations in unique cultural way. Images and methods of imagining often
determine identity, recognition and transformation in society. Media and visual images
form economic, political and social discourses evoke some mood, thoughts and even world
views. They usually appear together with auditory, verbal or tactile phenomena that allow
them to develop in a different way. As digital and media processes gradually cover all aspects
of everyday life, critical reflection of design, application of images by users and their
influence on them is becoming more and more important (Wahl, 2016). What impact can
visual design have on modern society? How can it be used to communicate? What are the
possibilities and limits of visual argumentation and how can visual processes draw attention
to certain issues? These and similar questions are considered through material- practical and
reflexive designing processes. The scope of possible perspectives includes formal and
informal forms of communities, cooperation and co-existence; communication, cooperation
and participation in digital communities and social media; processing and presentation of
data in informational design; social, political and cultural consequences of digitalization;
forms of communication in economic and political advertisement; design as fiction; methods
and forms of branding and identity; new forms of cultural and esthetic representation in post-
digital era (Deutsch, 2011; Vajna, 2020).

To carry out qualitative research within these thematic sections, students must take
part in interdisciplinary collaboration.

In terms of our research, it is also important to mention some regulations concerning
Master’s thesis writing, presentation and assessment. The theme of the thesiscan be
elaborated by any professor that was appointed as examiner. This professor can also function
as advisor of the thesis. Students can refuse from the theme of the thesis only once and if so,
must do it during first two weeks of its announcement without explaining the reason. Thesis
can be completed in some institution beyond the university if it can provide appropriate help
and consulting. Students can give their own suggestions as to the theme of the thesis. Master’s
thesis can also be written as a part of some common team project if the contribution of the
student can be easily tracked and assessed. Students have 14 weeks to complete the thesis.
However, if students wish so, the term for thesis completion can be reduced and the final
exam can be held earlier than planned (Examination regulations for
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the Master’s program in Integrated Design with the study courses “Interdisciplinary Studies
in Design” and “European Studies in Design”, 2021).

Master’s thesis is assessed by three examiners. Two of them are supervisors of the
thesis and one professor is appointed by the board. If the grades of these examiners are
different, the grade for the thesis is calculated as an arithmetical mean. However, the grade
“sufficient” or “good” are given only if at least two grades are “sufficient” or “good”.

The student has to make the presentation of the thesis no later than one week after
its submission. The presentation is in open access to all students and university members.
The format of the presentation can be chosen by the student. It is assessed as a partial grade
that is taken into account during the defense of the thesis as 20 % of the final grade. It should
be stressed that examiners’ decision concerning student’s passing the defense is based on the
presentation.

Students obtain 23 ECTS credits for completion of the Master’s thesis and its
presentation and 2 more credits for final oral exam that complements the thesis. However, it
is assessed as a separate exam that must be held during 2 weeks after the submission of the
master’s thesis. Its main aim is to define whether the student is capable of oral presentation
and independent substantiation of the results and conclusions of the thesis, its scientific and
methodological foundations, interdisciplinary and multicultural contexts and importance of
the thesis for practice and real life. Students can be allowed to take the final oral exam
under the following conditions: 1) they have passed all the module exams; 2) they obtained
at least “sufficient” grade for the thesis including the presentation.

Examination Board has to inform the students about dates of their final oral exam
(defense of their thesis). The duration of the exam is usually 30 minutes per student. If a
student fails the exam, he/she has right to take it again. Students who pass master’s thesis
including the presentation and final exam (defense) obtain 25 ECTS credits. Master’s thesis
and final exam are assessed with a final cumulative grade. Master’s thesis and presentation
account for 80 % of the grade and the final oral exam — for 20 % (Examination regulations
for the Master’s program in Integrated Design with the study courses “Interdisciplinary
Studies in Design” and “European Studies in Design”, 2021).

Students pass master’s exam if they obtain 90 ECTS credits. It requires thatstudents
passed all the necessary module exams and obtained at least “sufficient” grade for the thesis
and final oral exam. The student doesn’t pass the master’s exam if at least one of the exams
is assessed as “insufficient” or recognized as “insufficient”. In this case, the student must be
notified about his/her failure. The student then is excluded from the list of students and the
head of the examination board is to give them an official document with a list of passed exams
and their grades and exams that were not passed.

In case students pass everything, they receive a certificate about passed master’s
exam during 4 weeks after the final exam. This certificate contains all grades and credits for
all module exams, theme of the thesis, grades and credits for the thesis and final oral exam,
final cumulative grade for master’s exam and transferred or recognized grades from other
universities. Final cumulative grade for the master’s exam is partially weighed as a grade
for module exams and partially for final oral exam (defense). As it was mentioned before,
grades for optional courses are not taken into account while calculating final cumulative
grade for the master’s exam. Students are given diploma with certificate about passing the
Master’s exam and its date. The diploma verifies the acquiring of the master’s degree.
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CONCLUSIONS

In the result of the conducted research, we came to the following conclusions:

« “Integrated Design” program is a project- and student-oriented study in inspiring
and specialized environment that is suitable for implementing problem-solving practices and
techniques and provides students with high level of flexibility and independence.

« The main component of the program is the completion of the thesis within one
of the thematic sections: Material Systems and Laboratory Culture, Urban Intensity and
Resources, Social and Public Innovations, and Visual Culture and Politics.

« The duration of the program is 3 semesters. During the first semester, students
develop their vision and explore issues within the thematic section for the thesis writing and
have 3 types of courses (KISD short-termed, medium-termed and long-termed projects and
seminars; courses with master-classes (MethodLab, Design Approaches, Mentoring); and
courses with students of the same thematic section). During the second semester, they start
their designing process and apply observation, exploration, experimentation and practical
designer work to handle their thesis. The third semester is dedicated to in-depth work on the
thesis and its presentation.

e Curriculum of the Integrated Design program presupposes 90 ECTS credits for
the whole study with 30 credits for each semester. The semester includes compulsory
modules, the completion of which is verified by module examinations. Curriculum provides
information on the quantity of credits assigned to each module, to Master’s thesis and final
exam, which is the defense of the thesis. The grade for the final exam is calculated as a
cumulative grade.

« Students complete Master’s degree program if they obtain 90 ECTS credits.

In our further research, we have an intention to study student exchange programs
in affiliated universities of KISD, such as Erasmus or Double Degree. Of special interest is
the study of students at Tongji University in Shanghai (China) and Chiba University in Japan.
It will allow to outline specific features of “Design” Master’s degree program in Asian
countries.
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